VI.

ADULATION.

ANY one but Napoleon would have been dis-
turbed at the thought of meeting his Ministers
for the first time after a war which he had been the
only one to desire, and which had ended so lament-
ably. But he, so i'ar from feeling the slightest embar-
rassment, determined to assume their position and
to appear as an accuser. Malefs conspiracy gave
him exactly the pretext that he desired. The feel-
ing that his presence inspired was mainly fear. His
attitude, he decided, should be what it would have
been if the Russian campaign had been one long
triumph. Instead of rendering an account, he meant
to demand one.

On his arrival at the Tmleries, December 18, at hal f-
past eleven in the evening, the Emperor summoned
the Princes holding high positions, the Ministers, and
the high officers of the Crown for the next morning.
First he received the Archchancellor Oambaedr&5,
then the Ministers in succession, according to the
length of the tenure of their offices, so that, the Chief
Justice and all the Ministers, with the sole exception
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